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Dispensers for safe water, Uganda 
A Gold Standard project preventing disease and contributing to forest and climate protection  

 
 
Supplying chlorine dispensers is an innovative, 
low-cost method for providing safe drinking 
water to local communities, and a better al-
ternative to boiling. This reduces incidences of 
water-borne disease, while simultaneously 
contributing to forest and climate protection. 
 
Context 
Approximately 23,000 Ugandans, mostly chil-
dren, die from easily avoided gastrointestinal 
illnesses annually – nearly 90% of these cases 
are directly attributable to poor water and 
sanitation.  
 
 
 
 
 

The use of unsafe water sources is most 
common in rural regions. Treating water with 
chlorine at the source provides an effective, 
low cost and safe approach to improving wa-
ter quality and reducing the impact of child 
diarrhea in Uganda.  
 
Chlorine kills 99.99% of harmful bacteria, 
keeps water free from contamination for up 
to 72 hours, and reduces the incidence of 
diarrhea by 40%. With the project activity’s 
community-based approach, costs amount to 
less than $ 0.50 per person per year at scale, 
meaning that the project can be financed 
through carbon revenues.  
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Chlorine is proven to be microbiologically 
effective in killing viruses in water that cause 
gastrointestinal disease, making water safe to 
drink for up to 72 hours, and providing a fast-
er, better alternative to boiling. 
 
Project 
This project provides effective, low-cost ac-
cess to safe drinking water for rural communi-
ties in eastern Uganda by treating water with 
chlorine at its source. The Chlorine Dispenser 
System consists of dispenser hardware and a 
regular supply of chlorine.  
 
To use it, community members go to their 
normal water source, place their bucket or 
jerrican under the dispenser, turn the valve to 
dispense the correct amount of chlorine, and 
then fill up. A community member is elected 
as ‘promoter’, encouraging dispenser use, 
refilling it with chlorine, and reporting on any 
problems. 
 
“A well-attended and a well packaged com-
munity meeting awakens the community 
members to learn about waterborne diseases 
and how human activities contribute to water 
contamination. They can better understand 
the reasons why they should treat household 
water. It also provides a conducive forum for 
the program staff to clear any misconceptions 
about Dispensers for Safe Water.” 
Martin Wanda, a field officer in Uganda 
 

Gold Standard certificate 
 
The Gold Standard requires additional social & 
environmental project benefits, such as creat-
ing jobs & enhancing local economies with a 
minimal of three Sustainable Development 
Goals. It is backed by 50 NGO’s, among which 
the WWF.  
 
 

 
The project can only be realized by revenues 
from the Gold Standard credits. 
 
Gold Standard ensures the highest quality 
assurance label on the voluntary and compli-
ance carbon market. It ensures that the pro-
ject contributes to sustainable development 
and is fully accepted by stakeholders.  
 

Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 
 

300,000 people pro-
vided with access to 
safe drinking water, 
improving health. 

 
 

6,000 dispensers are 
installed, providing 
simple water sanita-
tion. 

 
 

Reducing fuel costs 
for families and free-
ing up money for 
other uses, the pro-
ject improves liveli-
hoods of the poor 

 

58,000 tCO2e 
mitigated on average 
annually, by avoiding 
emissions derived 
from water boiling 
sanitation. 
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